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1. Basics

Course code:

410412

Title:


Policy Design in the European Union

Programme:

European Studies

Level and period:
B2, 4th period

Credits:


5

Format:


self-study project, supervised through work groups, supported with lectures

Time:


TBA

Place:


TBA

Language:

English

Lecturers:
Dr. Willem Halffman (coordinator), Faculty of Management and Governance, Capitool 15, room C 209, tel. 3221, email w.halffman@utwente.nl


Dr. Maarten Arentsen, Faculty of Management and Governance, Institutenweg 25, room 1-05, tel: 5772email m.j.arentsen@utwente.nl
2. Contents

Designing a policy implies understanding the problem, identifying meaningful goals, and translating goals into suitable policy instruments, while also making provisions for policy evaluation and learning. Rather than to analyse and describe such processes in an abstract format, this course will allow you to learn what policy design involves in a hands-on experience. In a project centred around climate change, you will explore policy design for yourself, guided by the lecturer and the course materials.

In this course, you will be confronted with a very real and very urgent policy problem: how do we mitigate and manage climate change? We will assume that you are part of a work group that is commissioned by the Directorate General Environment of the European Commission to explore and assess four options for future climate policy: biofuels, emission trading, nuclear energy, and renewable energies. During eight weeks, you will work in a team that has to analyse one of these options. Step by step, the lecturers will help you to analyse the problems these policy options are meant to address, map the actors and stakeholders involved in these options, understand arguments in favour and against these options, and report on your findings

The setting is quite realistic. Not only are these options among the most passionately debated issues in climate policy, as you may have noticed in the media, but also the format is realistic. Policy documents are typically produced by small teams that get specific assignments and work under strict deadlines to explore issues they may be unacquainted with. This may seem a daunting task, but your work has been structured for you through specific questions that your team should address every week.

By the end of the course, your weekly assignments will add up to a report on your policy option. Your team will present its assessment during our very own Climate Conference. During the same conference, students from policy studies will present their assessments from the perspective of Dutch policy making.

3. Goals

EU policy design:

· Get acquainted with the kind of activities involved in policy design

· Appreciate the tensions between policy making and the context of expertise and of politics

· Get a basic understanding of the specific problems of European policy making and multi-level governance

Skills:

· team work: manage meetings and cooperation

· learn to gather and manage information

· present your work

· argue and debate your case

· write a report

4. Format

After a plenary introduction, students will be split in four working groups of twenty students that will meet once a week to report to each other and to the lecturer. Each of the working groups will consist of four teams of five students. Each team will work on one of the policy options (biofuels, emission trading, nuclear energy, and renewable energies). In addition to the working group meetings, there will be a series of lectures for all students in the class, providing general input and background material. In between, your team should meet twice a week: once to discuss the weekly assignments and once to discuss progress and findings.

	Work group 1
	Work group 2
	Work group 3
	Work group 4

	Willem Halffman
	Willem Halffman
	Maarten Arentsen
	Maarten Arentsen

	Team biofuels 1
	Team biofuels 2
	Team biofuels 3
	Team biofuels 4

	Team emission trading 1
	Team emission trading 2
	Team emission trading 3
	Team emission trading 4

	Team nuclear 1
	Team nuclear 2
	Team nuclear 3
	Team nuclear 4

	Team renewables 1
	Team renewables 2
	Team renewables 3
	Team renewables 4


IMPORTANT: Make sure you register for a team via Teletop!
A typical week will look like this:

	Monday
	Good time for a team meeting
	- What have you done?
- How does that contribute to the assignment?
	1 hour

	Tuesday
	Set Work group meeting
	- Present result of your team to work group

- Discuss progress with group and lecturer

- New assignment for the week
	2 hours

	Wednesday
	Good time for a team meeting
	What is the assignment?
How will we tackle it?
	1 hour

	Thursday
	Set collective lecture
	Extra input for your assignment
	2 hours

	Friday
	Good time for individual work
	- collect information

- read

- write
	8 hours

	
	
	
	14 hours


Of course, you can decide when to meet with your team and when to do your individual work, but it is smart to meet with your team shortly after and about a day before the work group meeting.

5. Materials

Archive

On Teletop, you will find some basic material to start with, under ‘Archive’. Have a look at this material, as we have selected it to get you going on your topic. You may want to divide the reading work a bit, but make sure you keep each other well informed.

In the archive, you will find some material that is of general interest, e.g. on the European Union’s climate policy or on policy making in general. You will also have access to a specific archive for the topic of your team.

Workspace

Each team has its own workspace on Teletop. In the end, you have to produce a joint report for your team, so this is a good place to keep drafts and individual contributions. This will be your team’s archive, where you manage the written information of your team. You can submit documents, create folders, or set-up online discussions for your team.

 Use this workspace! Submit sources, notes, or references here for your team members. Also submit drafts texts here that you want other team members to read or comment on, or texts that other team members need. The lecturers will not normally interfere in your workspace, but we will monitor to evaluate individual participation and will use this as a record should your group get in trouble. (Obviously, we hope this will not be necessary.) 

In addition to the team workspace, there are also workspaces per topic, so you can share information, documents, or useful links with other teams. Good contribution to these shared workspaces will help to raise your individual marks.

6. Grading

Team report: 50% of the grade

We will assess the team on the basis of the final report that you produce by integrating your weekly assignments. This report should be about 25 pages. If you manage your work well, then this means you need to produce about three pages per week. This is not easy! Three pages means you need to be concise and to the point.

Individual work: 50% of the grade

· your contribution during the work group discussions (and workspaces)

· your presentations during work groups and final conference

· quality of your personal contributions to the report
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